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1. CONSERVATIVE DEPUTY LEADER WILLIAM WHITELAW, SPEAKING 
FOR PARTY IN MRS. THATCHERW'S ABSENCE, AUGUST 21 PLEDGED 
TORY SUPPORT FOR GOVERNMENT S ANTI-INFLATION PROGRAM, AND 
ESPECIALLY 6 POUND PAY CEILING (REFTEL). WHITELAW, HOW- 
EVER, ALSO URGED GOVERNMENT TO CUT PUBLIC SPENDING AND 
DELAY ITS NATIONALIZATION PLANS IN SPIRIT OF NATIONAL 
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2. WHITELAW'S FORTHRIGHT STATEMENT ON WAGE POLICY - "WE 
SHALL STAND BY MR. WILSON IF HIS (WAGE) POLICY IS CHAL- 
LENGED, AND ENCOURAGE HIM AND HIS MINISTERS TO STAND 
FIRM" - CONTRASTED SHARPLY WITH PARTISAN STATEMENT 
ISSUED BY LIBERAL CHIEF WHIP CYRIL SMITH. SMITH CALLED 
FOR WILSON "AND HIS CRONIES" TO RESIGN AND "LET NATION 
UNITE BEHIND NEW TEAM WHOSE ONLY POLICY IS THE CONQUER- 
ING OF INFLATION." 

3. AUGUST 22 PRESS REPORTS THAT ALL SIGNS INDICATE RE- 
SULT OF MINERS UNION (NUM) BALLOT ON GOVERNMENT'S ANTI- 
INFLATION PACKAGE WILL SUPPORT 6 POUND WAGE LIMIT. THOUGH 
PERHAPS BY A RELATIVELY NARROW MARGIN. ALTHOUGH NUM POLL 
WILL CLOSE TODAY, OFFICIAL RESULTS WILL NOT BE KNOWN UN- 
TIL NEXT WEEK. 

4. COMMENT: WHITELAW STATEMENT PROVIDED STRONG BOOST 
FOR GOVERNMENT'S ANTI-INFLATION PROGRAM. IT WILL NOT, 
HOWEVER, GO DOWN WELL WITH ALL ELEMENTS OF CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY, SOME OF WHOM WOULD HAVE PREFERRED A TOUGHER, MORE 
CRITICAL POSTURE. SMITH’S STATEMENT, ON THE OTHER HAND, 

IS UNNECESSARILY AND FOOLISHLY PARTISAN. IT BLATANTLY 
MISJUDGES PREVAILING POPULAR OPINION AND FAILS TO BUILD 
ON FACT THAT LIBERAL PARTY HAS ITSELF BEEN CALLING FOR 
A WAGE RESTRAINT PROGRAM EVER SINCE THE LAST GENERAL 
ELECTION. IN ANY EVENT, MOST WELCOME DEVELOPMENT OF ALL 
TO GOVERNMENT, IF IT MATERIALIZES, WILL BE A FAVORABLE 
VOTE BY MINERS, AS THIS WILL BOOST THE GOVERNMENT'S ANTI- 
INFLATION POLICY ON EVE OF TUC CONFERENCE. SINCE LEADERS 
OF NUM LEFT-WING FACTIONS HAVE BEEN URGING MINERS TO RE- 
JECT 6 POUND PAY LIMIT, AND THEREBY REPUDIATE EARLIER 
DECISION OF NUM EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, A FAVORABLE VOTE WILL 
ALSO PROVE HELPFUL TO NUM MODERATES. 

RICHARDSON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ECONOMIC CONDITIONS, SPEECHES, ANTIINFLATIONARY PROGRAMS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 AUG 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: RowellEO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975LONDON13081 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750291-0801 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750827/aaaaaxpm.tel 

Line Count: 97 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 LONDON 12972 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: RowellEO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 APR 2003 by CunninFX>; APPROVED <08 OCT 2003 by RowellE0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RESPONSE TO PRIME MINISTER'S ANTI-INFLATION APPEAL 
TAGS: PINT, EGEN, UK, (WHITELAW, WILLIAM), (WILSON, HAROLD E) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



